Adults who wish to become Catholics

 Guidelines for Parishes

in the

Archdiocese of Dublin

To be read in conjunction with

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(Please keep on file in Parish Office)
ADULTS WISHING TO BECOME CATHOLICS.

This journey takes place either through:

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

or

Rite of Reception into Full Communion (Reception)

RCIA

The journey of a catechumen (someone who has never been baptised), accompanied by a parish team, takes its starting point from the needs of the person and the requirements of the RCIA process. The time will vary for each catechumen – one year, two years, three etc., but it is envisaged that such a journey will take a minimum of one year. This is so that the person can experience the Gospels of the Liturgical year - from which the main catechesis is drawn - and be instructed and tested in the Christian way of life.  

         For example, for catechumens who may start their journey in Sept/Oct of any given year, the submission of their names for the Rite of Election should not occur until Oct. 31st. of the following year at least. Parishes who send catechumens for the Rite of Election (celebrated on the 1st. Sunday of Lent) are certifying that they have completed their catechumenate and are ready for Initiation at the Easter Vigil.

Reception
The journey of a candidate (one already baptised in another Christian denomination) who wishes to come into full communion with the Catholic Church will be similar to that of a catechumen. Time will depend on individual needs. Given his /her Christian background, the journey may possibly be shorter. However, the minimum length of time for preparation and discernment is six months. Parishes who present candidates for Continuing Conversion on the 1st Sunday of Lent are certifying that they are prepared and ready for Reception into Full Communion, usually at the Easter Vigil. 

Contact
Parishes who have enquirers for Initiation or Reception should contact Fr Damian McNeice at the Diocesan Liturgical Resource Centre, Clonliffe, (8379253 extension 241) at the beginning of the person’s journey for the appropriate registration form, and, if needs be, for information regarding resources for accompanying the candidate.

Some Important Considerations


Marital Status
Be mindful that the marital status of the 

enquirer or his/her spouse may in some instances not permit Initiation or Reception. An early clarification of that issue is vital.

Unbaptised Adult
It is never envisaged that a priest baptises an adult and subsequently seeks delegation to confirm.  Adults should receive the three Sacraments of Initiation in one ceremony.

Baptised Adult
It is necessary to be sure of the fact of baptism and its validity in relation to those seeking Reception into the Catholic Church. The four main churches (Catholic, Church of Ireland, Presbyterian, Methodist) recognise the validity of baptisms celebrated in each other’s faith communities. For baptisms in any other denomination, it is best to check with the Chancellery.

Minors
If the candidate is under eighteen years of age, the parents or guardians should be informed. If they object, the matter will require delicate and careful handling. 

